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March 23, 2009 

The Honorable Jeff Bingaman, Chair 

Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 

304 Dirksen Senate Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

Via Facsimile: 202-224-2852 

 

Dear Senator Bingaman and Committee Members, 

 

We, the undersigned, are a coalition of environmental organizations, community groups, 

clean energy advocates, businesses and business associations who have become 

concerned in the last few years about the rush to site terminals to import Liquefied 

Natural Gas (LNG) into the United States. LNG imports concern us for a variety reasons, 

including but not limited to the safety of the terminals, the prospect of increasing U.S. 

dependence on a foreign fossil fuel, and the impact that LNG has on the climate. While 

we have been distressed over the siting process for on-shore LNG terminals under the 

2005 Energy Policy Act, we are heartened by the change of leadership within FERC. We 

are writing to urge you to take up this matter in Congress.  

 

Specifically, we would like to see the following legislation: 

• End the federal pre-emption for LNG terminal siting. As of 2006, the 

important decision of where to site an LNG terminal has been under the authority 

of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). FERC has demonstrated 

disregard for local concerns over these projects, and has operated under a 

philosophy of permitting projects whether or not there is proof the project is 

necessary. In addition, FERC currently does not have authority over offshore 

LNG proposals, creating an uneven playing field between the permitting 

processes for on-shore and off-shore proposals located in state waters. Also, 

FERC is not abiding by industry-recommended best practices as detailed by “Site 

Selection and Design for LNG Ports and Jetties” (SIGGTO) in their permitting 

decisions. The operating principle of FERC has been that the market will sort out 

which of the projects are best suited to serve the energy grid. According to newly 

appointed FERC chair Jon Wellinghoff, “Markets are important and markets 

should be allowed to work, but there does need to be some assessment of the need 

for these facilities prior to imposing the burden of them on communities.” We 

agree with this statement, and believe it should be codified by returning LNG 

siting decisions back into the hands of individual states as they were prior to the 

implementation of the Energy Policy Act of 2005.  

• Natural gas export ban. Recently, the boom of natural gas production in North 

America has led to increased interest in exporting U.S natural gas onto the world 

market as LNG. We believe this is a dangerous trend that works against U.S. 

national security, ratepayer interests, and grid reliability. It makes no sense to 

claim that the U.S. needs to import LNG while at the same time exporting it. This 

is clearly the result of profiteering and speculating on a commodity, not any 
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analysis of what is in the public interest. We need U.S. natural gas to stay in the 

U.S. Whether it’s used to replace much dirtier coal plants, or used as a back-up 

for renewable facilities, our finite supply of natural gas will be a critical 

component of our economy for the foreseeable future. We therefore ask that 

legislation include a ban on exporting U.S. natural gas, excluding long-standing 

contracts to supply LNG to Japan from Alaska. 

We believe legislation with these mandates will create many benefits. Local communities 

will be protected from unnecessary and dangerous facilities. Ratepayers will be protected 

from price spikes fed by speculators who create perceptions of false natural gas 

shortages. The United States will avoid unnecessarily tying itself to the global LNG 

trade. And energy security and independence will be ensured by natural gas staying 

within our borders. 

If you have questions regarding this letter, please contact: 

Rory Cox, California Program Director 

Pacific Environment 

251 Kearny Street, Second Floor 

San Francisco, CA 94108 

Ph: 415.399.8850 x302 

rcox@pacificenvironment.org 

 

Sincerely, 

(Organizations) 

Rory Cox, California Program Director, Pacific Environment (San Francisco, CA) 

Brett Vanden Huevel, Executive Director, Columbia Riverkeeper (Hood River, OR) 

Tyson Slocum, Director, Energy Program, Public Citizen (Washington, DC) 

Susan Jordan, Director, California Coastal Protection Network (Santa Barbara, CA) 

Elliot Hoffman, Co-founder and CEO, New Voice of Business (Nationwide) 

Cynthia Sarthou, Executive Director, Gulf Restoration Network (New Orleans, LA) 

Carl Weimer, Executive Director, Pipeline Safety Trust (Bellingham, WA) 

Cindy Zipf, Executive Director, Clean Ocean Action (Highlands, NJ) 

Casi (kc) Callaway, Executive Director & Baykeeper, Mobile Baykeeper (Mobile, AL) 

Joe Carvalho, President, Coalition for Responsible Siting of LNG Facilities (Fall River, 

MA) 

 

Dean Byers, Chair, Douglas County Democratic Party (Roseburg, Oregon) 
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Marcos Vargas, Executive Director, Central Coast Alliance for a Sustainable Economy 

(Ventura County, CA) 

 

Linda Cross Godfrey, coordinator, Save Passamaquoddy Bay (Eastport, ME) 

 

Adrienne Esposito, Executive Director, Citizens Campaign for the Environment (NY & 

CT)   

 

Tam Hunt, Energy Program Director / Attorney, Community Environmental Council 

(Santa Barbara, CA) 

 

Mark Riskedahl, Northwest Environmental Defense Center (Portland, OR) 

Lesley Adams, Rogue Riverkeeper, Klamath-Siskiyou Wildlands Center (Ashland, OR) 

Chad Nelson, Environmental Director, Surfrider Foundation (San Clemente, CA) 

Ellen Saunders, Co-Chair, Neighbors Against Apple Valley Airport Expansion (Manning, 

OR) 

 

Robert Godfrey, Organizer, LNG Terminal Siting Standards Organization (Eastport, ME) 

 

Oregon Citizens Against the Pipelines (Forest Grove, OR) 

Leah Schmalz, Connecticut Fund for the Environment (New Haven, CT) 

Landowners and Citizens for a Safe Community (Cowlitz County, WA) 

Carmen Ramirez, Community No LNG Alliance (Ventura County, CA) 

George and Diane Jette, Neighbors Against the Pipeline (Oregon)  

Amy Harwood, Program Director, BARK (Portland, OR) 

Lupe Anguiano, Executive Director, Stewards of the Earth (Oxnard, CA) 

Serge Dedina, Ph.D, Executive Director, Wildcoast (San Diego, CA) 

Jesse Marquez, Executive Director, Coalition for a Safe Environment (Wilmington, CA) 

Michael Boyd, President, Californians for Renewable Energy, Inc. (Soquel, CA) 

George Exum, Chair, Wahkiakum Friends of the River, (Cathlamet., WA) 

Sha Spady, Clackamas County Citizens Against the Pipeline (Clackamas County, OR) 

Columbia River Clean Energy Coalition (Oregon and Washington) 

Bill Powers, Chair, Border Power Plant Working Group (San Diego, CA) 

Oregon Citizens Against the Pipelines (Clackamas County, Oregon) 

Jody McCaffree, Executive Director, Citizens Against LNG (Coos Bay, OR) 

Diane Phillips, Director, Oregon Citizens Against the Pipeline (Azalea, Oregon) 
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Laurie Caplan and Cheryl Johnson, Co-Chairs, Columbia Pacific Common Sense 

(Astoria, Oregon) 

 

Yamhill Valley Oregon Citizens Against the Pipeline CAP  (Yamhill Valley, OR) 

Gary Hall, Southern Oregon Pipeline Information Project (Medford, OR) 

Oregon Citizens Against the Pipelines (Woodburn, OR) 

Doug Heiken, Conservation and Restoration Coordinator, Oregon Wild (Eugene, OR) 

Steve D. Jones, Coos Riverkeeper (Coos Bay, OR) 

Dan Serres, Friends of Living Oregon Waters (Grants Pass, OR) 

Cameron  La Follette, Land Use Director, Oregon Shores Conservation Coalition, Oregon 

Shores Conservation Coalition 

Carol Carver, Wahkiakum Friends of the River (Washington State) 

Old Ferry Road Committee, Shady Cove, OR 

Gloria MacKenzie, Director at Large, Willapa Hills Audubon Society (Longview, WA) 

Businesses 

Peter Huhtala, Executive Director, Columbia River Business Alliance (Astoria, OR) 

Dahe Good; GoodJames Consulting (Yamhill, OR) 

Roger Hanna; Hanna, McEldowney & Associates (Portland, OR) 

Sue Vosberg, Owner, Forest Grove Tax Service (Forest Grove, OR) 

Paul Sansone, Sansone and Associates (Gales Creek, OR) 

Peter Wilcox, President, Renewal Associates; Executive Director, Skippers for Clean 

OR/WA Waters  

 

Ken and Barbara Hurst, Ken Hurst Construction (Warrenton, OR) 

 

Brad Mitchell, Mitchell Creek Ranch (Eagle Point, OR) 

 

Allen and Martha Neuringer, Ridgetop Forestry (Glenwood, OR) 

 

Paul Fenn, CEO, Local Power (Oakland, CA) 

Chris Michel Design (Forest Grove, Oregon) 

Anne and Rene' Berblinger, Gales Meadow Farm (Gales Creek, Oregon) 

 

Don B. Hennig, P.E., Hennig Engineering 
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Individuals 
Harry & Holly Stamper, Charleston, Oregon 97420 

Susan Hansen and Randy Hironimus, Molalla, Oregon 97038 

Robert McDonald, MD, Silverton, OR 

Camby Collier, Coos Bay, OR 

Fred Kirby, Coos Bay, OR 

Ed & Sharon Schrock, Woodburn, Oregon 

Connie and Ron Hutchison, Yamhill, OR  

Mont & Kathy Rock, Yamhill, Oregon 

Mitchell and Patricia Ross, Molalla, Oregon 

Phil and Rebecca Martin, Gaston ,Oregon  

Ruby Starr, Coos Bay, OR 

Greg Jacob, Hillsboro, OR 

Carol Newman, Brownsmead, OR 

Mike De Martino, Oxnard, CA 

Donna and Ray Anessi, Yamhill, Oregon 

Martha Glenar, Hamilton, NY 

Jennifer Paschal, Arlington, VA 

Paul K. Piff, Oakland, CA 

Marcella and Alan Laudani, Shady Cove, OR 

Paul and Ann Sebesta, Shady Cove, OR 

Bill and Diane Voss, Shady Cove, OR 

Bob and Gail Barker, Shady Cove, OR 

Rebecca and Phil Martin, Gaston, OR 

Josie Peper, Astoria, OR 

Enriqueta Canseco-Gonzalez, Portland, OR 

Wayne & Janet Stonecipher, Yahmill, OR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

  


